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he lady oawho works in the grocery store at the co rof my bilecek is ealledi Denise, 

and she's one of America great unpublishedi novelists. Over the years shc's writ- 

ten feriy-tw romantic noveis, none of which have ever reached the bookstorca. 1, 

hwwever have been İortunatc enough to hear he pilots of ihe lası Wweniy-zeven ol 

these recounted in installmenis by the autheressi herseli every üme I drop by the 
simre İpr a jar of eollee or can oi beans, andi my respeci for Denise lireriry prowess krümavs rp 
bomdia. Sar, rita enough, wbheri T İcirel myself İncedil with the edimi iri sk of Te EPEİİ Ş 
start he book you nen hold in yenir hands, it was Denise İ tümned te for advice, 

“Lisren,"I said. “1 don't know from writing a bomk. I have all his stuftin roy bead that | 
WeELTDE Ber geri dani, bur what der İ write abant firsı? Where doal beyrir?” 

wilhmat İmokingz up from the boxes of detergent to which she was fixing price tags, Denise 
graciousiy delivered up a pearl of her accumulated wisdom in a voice of bored but benin 
condescensimr. 

“Start off with the saddest thing you can think of and get the audience' sympathics on 
your side, After that. believe me,itsa walk” 

Thank yon, Denise. This book is dedicated to yeu, because I don't Enow how to ehomse 
between all the other people I should be dedicating it to. 

The sadedesi ıhing I can ihink ol is “The Ride ol rhe Valkyries."" Every ümel hearirl gel 
deprese ail atarı wondeririz abo ehe lot af human Lü ariel rh LITI iris of life arel all 
ihose other things that you think abo ar three in the merning when your digestion won't let 
YE sleep. Mar, Iİ vealize ilini LİR ELELE ölse or ehe planet has two brush iLE çi İST ww İner they 
nr riza gss vidalar s1 irrite reltnin, Esiri tbt beğimse lu <İk TT Eru LU about wa Vernon, 

When my father upped and left my Grandedad's farm in Montana to bring his family to 
New York, Mies Vernon was the man he worked for Vernons Auto Hepnirs was just off Seventlı 
Avenus, and althougzh it was only 1928 when Dad started working there, there was just about 
endir trade for his wapes to keep me and Mem and my sister Liantha in food and clothing. 
Dadi was always really kecn and enthusiastie about his work, and I used to think it was jusi 
because he hadi a thing about cars. Looking back, | can sec it was more than rhar. Ti muisı have 
mcant so much to him, just to havc a job and be able to suppori his Tamil He'l had alar of 
argumenis with his farher about coming cası rather ihan taking over rhe farm, like ıhe old 
mar had planncd for him, and most oi the rows had ended wih my prandiaher predictirng 
poveriy and moral rulnanar for my dad and mom if hey so much as set foot in Mew York, 'To 
be vir ihe life ehar he himself had ehosen and keeping his family above the poverty line in 
spibe of his Eu her vwarnings must have meani more to my dad than anything in the world, but 
haris sormethirir I orily understard new, with hindsight, Back then, 1 just thoupht he was crazy 
for erankshafts. 

Arnyway, Las iwelve years old when we left Montana, so during those next İcw years in 
the big city 1 was just the age to apprerinte the occasional trips to the auto shop with my dad, 
which is where I first set eyes on Moe Vernon, his employer 

Mos Vernon was a man around filey-live or so, and he had one of ihose old New York 
İaces hat yo don't see anymane. Ins un bar certain İaces seecm bo go in arel out of siyle, You 
Wok ar old pheotogra pls ard Er hali has a ocrtiain look to them, alert as if ıhev're rolateri, 
Lok ar picmires İsem ten ALEL later ardi VOL Giri Se hart there's a new kind of face SİZETEiTE; tr 
predominate, and har ehe old faces are fading away And vanishing, never to be seen ayain. 
Moe Vernon Ece was like that three chirs, a wiscacre eynical curl to his kwwer lip, a certain 
höllemeness around the eyes, hair retreating back across his head, attempting a rendezvous 
with the label or his shirt collar 
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EL i 
Vernon Arlo Rejmir e, JUZ28, (eft to right) Mv father; myself, aye 12; Moe Vernon; Fred Moiz, 


Va gö into the shop with my dad and Moe would be siling lrere in his office, which had glass 
sides so he could watch he men working. Sometimes, if my Earher wanted e check something ou 
wirh Moç belare going ahcad with hiz work, hez send me över to he office te don for him, which 
meani ihar I get to sec the insides al Moçs inner sancım. Ör rather | gor to hear them, 

You see, Moe was an opera buff. He had one of the new gramophones over in the corner 
ot his office and all day he used to play secratchy oldi seventy-cight recordings of his İavorites 
just as İoud as he could manaye. By today's standard, “as İoud as he could manage” didnt 
amount to a whole lot of noise, but it sounded pretty cacophonous back in 1950, when things 
werg generaliy gületer 

The oher thing ıhar was peculiar about Moç was his sense of humenr, as represemed by 
all gh salt he usg vo Eçep in (hg top righi side demwer of his desk, 

In that drawer ameongst a mess ol rubber banda and paper clips and reccips and sufi, 
Mos had one of the largest collections of tasteless noveliy items that I had seen up until that 
point or have scecn at any time since. They were all risguğ little toys and gadgets that Moc hai 
picked up from gag shops ör on visits to Coney Island, but it was the sheer range of them that 
WwiLS OVETw İhelmirgg every cheap blue gimmick that you can remember your dad bringing home 
when he'd been out drinking with the boys and embarrassing your mom with; every ballpoint 
pen with a girl on (he side whose swimsult vanished when you turncd it upside down; every 
salı ardi pepper crewet scl shapgd ike a woman brenasis; every plastic dop mess, Moç hel ihe 
works. Every tümce anybody went into his office hel try vo starıle them by displaying his lavesi 
plaything. Actually, it used to shock my dad more than it did me, I dome think he likcd the idden 
of his son being exposed to that kind of stuft, probabiy because of all the moral warnings my 
grandfather hadi impressed upon him. For my part, | wasnt oflended and I even found it kind 
of funny Not the things themselves ... even by then 1 was too old to get much amusement out 
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of stufT like that. What I İound funny was that for no apparent reason, a grown man should 
have a desk drawer full of such hadicrous devices. 

Anyway, one day in 1955, a little after my seventeenth birthday, | was over at Vernons Auto 
Repairs with Dadi, helping him poke around in the oily innards of a busted-up Ford. Moc was 
in his offüce, and although we didn't find out till later, he was sitting wearing an artificial foam 
rubber set of realistically painted lady's bosoms, with which he hoped to get a few laughs from 
the guy who brought him the morning mail thrvugh from de front ofüce when it arrived, 
While he waitcd, he was Listening to Wagner 

“The mail arrived in due course, and the guy handing it over managed tw raise a duriful 
chuckle at Moc's generous cleavage before Icaving him Lo open and perusg (he mornings 
missivez. Amorngst these (again, as we found out later) there was a letter from Moc'& wife 
Beatrice, informing him that for the pası wo years she'd been slecping with Fred Mors, the 
senlor and most trusted mechanic employed at Vernons Auto Repairs, who, unusunliy, hadirı 
showr up for work on (hat particular morning. This, according to the concdluding paragraphs 
Di the letter, was because Beatrice hadi taken all he money out ot the joint account she shared 
with her husband and had departed with Fred for Tijuana. 

The first anyone in the workshop knew about this was when the door of Moc's office 
slammed open and the starilingiy loud and crackling rendition of “Ride of the Valkyrics” 
blasted out (rom within. Framed in the doorway with tears in his eyes and the crumpled letter 
in his hand, Moe stood dramatically with all eyes turned twvards him. He was süll wearing the 
set ol artificial brcasts. Almost inaudible above the rising strains of Wagner swellirng behind 
him, he spoke, with so much hurt and outrage and offended dignity fighting for possession of 
his woice that the erdi result was almeoszt toneless. 

“Fred Moiz has hadi carnal knowledge of my wife Beatrice for the past Wo years.” 

He sieryi there in the wake of his anneuncemeni, the tears rollirge down over his mulüple 
chins to soak into the pink foam rubber of his bosom, making tiny sounds in his chest and 
throat that were trampled under the howves of the Valkyries and lost forever 

And everybody started laughing. 

I don't Enme what it was, We could see he 
was crying, but it was just something in the 
toneless way he'd said it, standing (here wear» 
ing a pair of false breasıs with all ıhat crash» 
ingr. triurıphanı music soaring all around 
him. None of us could helpir, laughine ar him 
like ıhar, My dad and TI were both doewubled up 
and the other guys slaving over the ncarby 
cars were Wiping icars İrom their eyes and 
smearing iheir faces with oil in the process. 
Moe just looked at us all fora minute andi then 
went back into hiz office andi close the door 
A moment or wo later the Wagner stopped 
with an ugiy scraping noise as koc snatched 
the necdle from the groove of the gramao- 
phone record, and after that there was silence. 

About half an hour passed before some- 
one went in to apologize on behaltf of every- 
body and to sec if Moe was all right. Moe 
accepted the apology and said that he was 
fine. Apparentiy he was sitting there at his 
desk, brcasts now discarded, getting on with 
normal routine paperwork as if nothing had 
happened. 





İ praduate from Police Academy (1958) 
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That nighi, he seni everybody home cariy. Then, running a tube İrom the ekhaust ol one 
of the shop's more operallonal vehicles in through the cars windem, he started up the engine 
and drifted off int a final, biner sleep amenesi ıhe carbon monoxkide fames, His brorher rek 
over the business and even eventualiy reemployed Fred Moiz as chigf mechanic, 

And ıhavs why “The Ride of the Valkyries” is the saddesi thing I can think ol, even (hough 
5 sormebody else's tragedy rather (han my own, L was (here and I laughed along with all he 
resi and I gucss ıhar makes ii parı ol my story Lob, 

Now, if Denise's theory is correci, | sheuld have your full symnpathy and the resi will be a 
walk. So mavbe ivs safe b tell von about all ehe seuli you probabiy boughi ehis book TW read 
about. Maybe ivs safe to tell you why Um crazlier ihan Moe Vernon ever was, I didmi havea 
drawer full of erotic novelties, but I guess I had my owwn individual guirks, And alıhough Uwe 
NEYvVET worn a set ol false bosams in my hKie, ve stoodi ihere dressed in something jusı as sirange, 
wirlhi Lears in my eves while people dicd lughinge. 


II. 


By 1980 TI was tweniy-sthrec years old and had taken a joh on the New York City police 
İorce, ve never rcally ekaminegai until now just wi I should have ehosen that part icular 
career, but | guess it came as a result ola number ol things, Foremost amongst these was 
probabiy my grandiarher. 

Ever ıhough I vesented the old man for the ameant of guihk andi pressure and recriminn- 
ion hedi subjecred my dad to, I suppose that the simple act ol spendirg the first tweive VERE of 
my fe living in my grandifather's proximity hadi indelibiy stamped a certnain set of moral 
values and condlitiens upon me, | was never so ekiremc in my belicis ZOnNCETNİNE God, the 
family, and ehe ag as my father father was, but ifI İook at myself today I can sce İhsic notlons 
oE decenev ıhat were passcd down dircet rom him to me, His name was Hellis 
Wordewaorıh Mason, and perhaps because my parenis had İlattered the old man by naming 
me afrer him, he always tonpk a special concern over my upbringing and meral insiructian. 
Öne of the things that he (ok great pains to impress upon me was that couniry İcik were 
meorally healthier than city folk and that cities were just cesspools into which all he worledi's 
dishonesiy and grecd andi İust and godlessness drained and was İeft to fcster unhindered. 
Obvimusiy, as I got older and came to realize just how much drunkenness and domestic yiolence 
and child abuse was hidden behind the neighborly facade ol some of these lonely Montana 
Carmhouses, IT ünderstood that my grandlather's appraisal had been a litile one-sided. 
Nevermheless, some of the things that 1 saw in the city during my first İcw years here fÜlled me 
with a sort of eihical revulsion that 1 couldn't shake ol. To some degree, I still can't. 

The pimps, the pornographers, the protection artisis. The landilords who set dogs on 
their elderiy tenanis when they wanted them out to make way for more İlucrative custom. The 
old men who twwched lite children and the callomıs young rapists who were barely old enmugzh 
tw shave, TI saw these people all around me and Td feel sick in my gut at the world and what it 
was becomine. Weorse, here were times when Td upset my dad andı mom by İoudiy awishing 1 
was back in Montana, Despite everyıhing, I wished no such thing, bur sometimes Dd be mad 
at them and it seemed like the besi way to huri them, to reawaken all those old doubis and 
wOLrİESs and slecping dogps of guilki. Um sorry 1 did it now, and I wish TI could have told them 
that while they were alive, 1 wish I omuld have told them that they were right in bringing me to 
the city, har they did the right thing by me, I wish I could have ler them know that. Their lives 
won have beceri so miüch eisier 


When the gap between the 
world of the city and the world 
my grandiarher had presented ww 
me as right and gocdi became to 
wide and depressing to tolerate, 
Il varn to my oeher great love, 
which was pulp adventure fic- 
don, Despite she fact ihar Hellis 
Masan Senior would have hadi 
nothing but scorn and loathing 
for all of those vicleni and garishı 
magazines, ihere was a sort ol 
prevailing morality in them that 
Tri Sur LTİ wall hizi TR pa 
ded to. The world of Doc Savage 
and Ihe Shadow was one of 
absolute values, where what was 
god was never in the slightest 





İrerkedi etwnturers male the front papa, (em York Gazeli, doubt ardi where what was 
Öetaber Isih, 1938) Note artist& imperession of evil inevirabiy suflered some 
“The Hooded Vigilante” fitting punishment. The notion of 


goml and justice espoused by 
Lamaonı Oranston wirlh his sioich har andı blazing automatics seemed a long way İrom that oi 
the ferce and taciturn old man I remembered sitting up alone into the Montana night with 
no company save his bible, but l can't help feeling ıhar if ihe two hadi ever met ihey'd have 
İond something to talk about. For my part, all those brilliant and resourceTul sleuths and 
heroes offered a glimpse of a perfect world where morality worked the way it was meani to. 
Nobody in Doc Savagye's world ever killed themselves excepi ihwarted kamikaze assassins or 
cnemy spics with eyanide capsules. Which world would you rather live in, if you hadi the choice? 

Answering that guecstion, | suppose, was what led me to become a cop. İt was also what 
led me ww later become something more han a cop, Bear ıhat in mind and Irhink ıhe resi of 
ıhiz narrarive will be casier to swallee. | Eneww people always have trouble understanding just 
what brings a person to behave the way that Iİ and people like me behave, what makes us do 
he sort of things we do, | camı answer for amybody else, and I suspeci ıhar all vur answers 
would be different anyway, but in my case its fairly straightforward: I like the idea of adyen- 
ture, and I feel bad unless Om doing good, ve heard all the psvehologprisis' theories, and İ've 
heard all the jokes and ihe rümeors and ihe innuendo, but what ir comes down to İor me is ihai 
I ddressed up like an owl and fought erime because it was fun and because it necded doing and 
because I goddam felt ike it. 

Li kay, There ir is, Dve said ir. I dressed up. Asan owl And İoughi erime. Perhaps yonu begin 
to sec why 1 half expeci this surımary of my carcer to raise more İaughs than poor cuckolded 
Moe Vernon with his foam tenis and his Warner could ever hope va hive done, 

For me, it all gtarted in 1938, ihe year when they invenitcd ihe super-hereo. | was too oldi 
for comic books when the first issue of ACTION COMİCS came out, or at İcast ton old to read 
them in public without souringr my promeolon chances, bur | noüced alot of the hinle kids on 
my beni reading ir ane couldn't resisi asking one of them if Tomi glance through ir 1 figured 
if anybody saw me Il could put it all down to kesping a good relationship with the youth of the 
GÖLETLER Y, 

There was a lot ol stufT in that first issuc. There were detective yarns and storics about 
magicians whose names | can't remember, but from the moment | set eyes on it | only had eyes 
for the Superman story Here was something that presented the basic morali of ihe pulps 
wirhenir all eheir darkness and ambizuity. The armeosphere ol the herrilic and iainily sinizter 
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that hung arsund the Shadenv was nowhere to be seen in the bright primary colors of 
Su permarn's world, and rhere was no hini ol ihe repressed sex-uürpe which had sometimes been 
apparent in the pulps, to my discomtort and embarrassment. Dd never been entirely sure what 
Lamant Cranston was up to with Margo Lane, but T'd betit was nwwhere ncar as innocent and 
wbheolesorme as Clark Kenvs relatonship with her namesake Lois, Of course, all of these old 
characters are gone and forgotten now, but Um willing to bet that there are at İcast a few older 
rewdlers out there who will remember enouph to know what Um talking about, Anywy, suffice 
it to say That I read ihat story through abur eighi tümes belore giving it back tw ehe complain- 
ing kid that Td snitehedi it from. 

Lt set off alot of things Md forgotten about, deep inside me, and kicked all those old 
farntasies hat Td had when TI was thirtcen or İourtcen back into gear: The prettiesi girl in the 
class would be attackedi by bullies, and Ud be there to bent them off, but when she offered to 
kiss me asa reoward, İd refuse. Gangsters would kidnap my math teacher, Miss Albertine, and 
Md track hem dean and kill hem one by one umrtil she was İreg, and ehen she'd break olf her 
engagement witlı my sarcastic English teacher, Mr Richardson, because she'i fallen hopelessiy 
in love with her grim-faced and silent fourtcen-yenr-olkl savior All of this stuff came fooding 
back as I sed here gavwking at the hijacked comic book, and even ehoügzh I laughed at myseli 
Cor having enterinined such transparent juvenile fİantasics, I didnt laugh as hard as I might 
have done. Mot half as hard as 0d lauphed at Moe Vernon, for example, 

Anya, alıhonrh Vel oecaslonalIy managme io Erick some unsuspectiing iyke inrolendine 
me his most recent issuc of the funnybook in gucstion and then spend the rest of the day lcap- 
ing tall buildines inside my hend, my fantasies were to remain as fantaslies until | openeda 
newspaper in rhe attim ol ihat same yenr ardi İoünd ıhar the super-herocs had esecnpedİi 
from their ferar-color world andi invaded the plain, factual black and white of the headilines. 

The first news story was simple and unpresupposing enouph, but it shared envugpgh 
elemenis with eeose ficrions thar were closesi to my heart © make me netice it and file itin iy 
memory (or future reference. HK concerned an attempted assault and robbery that had taken 
place in Çucens, Mew York, 4 man and his girlfriend, walking home after a niphtat the (heater; 
had been set upon by a gang ol threc men armed with guns. After relieving the couple of their 
aluakhles, the gang has started to bent and physically abuse the young man while threatening 
wi indecenily assault his girlfriend, At this point, the erime had been interrupted by a figure 
“A ace gep peel into he alleyivay Orom above wirh something over hiz İnce” andi procccded 10 
disarm the thrcc attackers before beating them with such severity that all three reguired 
hospital trentment and that one subseguenily lost the use of both leps as ı result of a spinal 
itğüre. The wiressez' recoüntng ol the event was confused andı contradictory, but there was 
still something in the story that gave me a tingle of recognition. And then, a week later, it 
happened aşan. 

EHepaorrtaye on rhiz second instance waz more deiniled. A supermarker srick-up had been 
prevented thanks to the intervention of “A tall man, built like a wrestler, who wore a black hood 
and onpe and alsa wore za noose arcvund his neck.'This exiraordinary being had crashed in 
ihroügzh he window ol ihe supermarkci while the robbery was in progresa and attacked the 
man responsiblie with such intensity and savagery that those not disabled immediately were 
only too willing to drop their guns and surrender, Connecting ıhis incidende of müsked inler- 
vention wirh its predecessonr, the papers ran the story under a headline ihat read simpiy 
“Heodled Justice” The first masked adventurer outside comic books had been given his name. 

Reading and rercading that news item, | knew that I had to be the second. Md found 
my vocatior. 


